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By Jackie Giroux
Reporter

After running the business
since 2009, Eric Urbanski is
a fourth generation owner of
Bedford Funeral Chapel.
located at 8300 Lewis Ave. in
... crance, taking over
rship from his father,
rbanski in 2012. Bill
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Sti as a licensed

"
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I'he Bedford Funeral
Chapel serves people of all
faiths as well as those who are
not a member of a church, In
a modern up-to-date building
that’s easily accessible to all.
“We have two lounge rooms.
[f there’s more than one fam-
ily here for a funeral, each
family has their own lounge
room, Eric said. The room is
equipped with a refrigerator,
microwave, kitchen, tables,
chairs,a TV and Wifi for kids
to play video games etc.

Providing services for
both traditional funerals and
cremations, the Bedford Fu-
neral Chapel features rooms
for visitation and funerals that
are tailored to accommodate
families of all sizes. “We have
small, middle size and huge
rooms for large families,”
Eric said.

They have a casket selec-
tion room for families that
chose burial and a separate
cremation option room that
provides a place to select
products designed for cre-
mation in a comfortable
atmosphere.

“We still do more burials,
however cremation is defi-
nitely more popular the last
couple of years,” Eric said.
“We take care of a lot of cre-
mation families. We're up to
date on a lot of cremation
services and offer a lot of
different options.”

Always sensitive to the
needs of the family that comes
to them to arrange the funeral
of a loved one, Eric said, “We
treat families like they are
our family. They are not just
another number.

“We take pride in a bad
situation, making them feel
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better. We try to celebrate
their loved one’s life the best
we can. We're always updat-
ing and open to what families
want. We personalize every
funeral. We try here to cele-
brate the life they've lived and
not focus so much on that
they’re gone,” he said.

“Alot of people feel better
after the visitation. They see
friends and family that they
haven’t seen in a long time.
T'hey share stories and laugh
and end up feeling better,”
Eric said.

“We have families say we
do a good job personalizing a
funeral — that it reflected the
person, not just a ‘cookie
cutter funeral.”

Bedford Funeral Chapel
has a variety of funeral pack-
ages designed to fit what
people can afford without
sacrificing quality. “We work
very hard at being cost effi-
cient and to have prices that
are competitive,” Eric said.
We can offer a better price
structure than some because
we ve been in business so
long. We’'ve definitely kept
our costs down to help our
families out as much as
possible.”

Although Bedford Fu-
neral Chapel has been lo-
cated in Temperance for the
past 48 years, the business has
a history that dates back to
1922 1n Toledo.

Born in 1896, business
founder Stanley Urbanski was
the first of his generation to
be born in the United States.
He served in WWI and after
his service was completed he
returned to Toledo where he
had grown up.

His experiences while
serving in the war and the loss
of friends who died during the
war, led Stanley to realize the
importance of a funeral. The
first step toward establishing
his own funeral business be-
gan with Stanley attending the
Cincinnati College of Em-
balming.

In 1922 he founded the
Urbanski Funeral Home,
which was located on La-
Grange St. in Toledo. Accu-
rately predicting a trend of
growth as people moved from
Toledo out to the Bedford
area, Stanley had purchased
property where the Bedford
Funeral Chapel was built.

This property used to be a
cornfield, part of the Brunner

farm. The house on the prop-

erty is one that was built in

1880 and was remodeled as a

residence for the Urbanski
family.

Ground was broken in
1968 for the then 8,000 sq. ft.
Bedford Funeral Chapel.
Three generations of funeral
directors were involved in the
establishment of the Bedford
Funeral Chapel — Stanley,
William A. and William G.
(Bill) Urbanski.

After Bill's graduation
from the Cincinnati College
of Mortuary Service in March
1969, he was named resident
manager of the Bedford Fu-
neral Chapel, which opened
in October of that year.

The Bedford Funeral.

Chapel has continued to grow
and evolve over the years.
The facility is 12,000 sq. ft.
with ample parking. *“We keep
changing with the times with
what the families tell us to
change,” Eric said. “We’ve
remodeled multiple times
with a large expansion project
in 2004.” he added. Accord-
ing to Bill and Eric, it is the
largest funeral home in the
area.

Both the Bill and Eric
Urbanski families live in
residences located on the
property, sO someone is
always available.

New to the staff at Bed-
ford Funeral Chapel is
licensed funeral director
Michael Precht. Michael grew
up in Bedford. He is a mem-
ber of St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Erie where he is a
member of the Parish Council
for the church. Additionally,
he is a member of the Knights
of Columbus, helps chair the
Young Adult group for the
Monroe vicariate and helps

set up St. Joseph’s annual

Labor Day Festival and helps
throughout the weekend
event.

The Urbanski’s belong
the Michigan Funeral Direc-

tors Association and the
Northwest Ohio Funeral Di-
rectors Association where Bill
was past president and Eric
currently serves as trustee.

They are also Bedford
Business Association mem-
bers. Bill was a founding
member and helped to draw
up the original by-laws. He
was also the first vice presi-
dent and has also served as
president in the past. Eric
currently serves as trustee on
the BBA board.

They are state licensed in
Michigan and Ohio and were
required to take a state and
national board exam. “A
Bachelor’s Degree of Mortu-
ary Science is required. It's a
lot of science, psychology and
business,” Eric said.

OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL
CATHOLIC CHURCH

is offering

for the hearing impaired.

Special seating is available at
the church located at 8330 Lewis Avenue in
Temperance, MI. This is one of only a handful of
parishes in southeast Michigan and northwest
Ohio to provide this service. Come join us!

Contact: OLMC at 734-847-2805
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" area with personalized funeral services since 1969
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Fourth generation owner of Urban.s ki’s Bedford Funeral Chapel, Eric Urbanski enjoys

spending time with his family when he has some free time from business responsibilities.
L to r: Connor, Melissa, Rylinn, Eric and Zennon.

A beaunfully landscaped foumam area at U rbanskt ) Bedford Funeral Chapel
provides a quiet place to sit and listen to the soothing sounds of the water.

After Bill became the di-
rector at Bedford Funeral
Chapel, he discovered an-
other need in the community
and a way to aid others in a
different way, He found more
emergency medical services
were needed in Bedford and
he was encouraged by the fire
department to move forward
with that.

For a time the property

was also the site of an ambu-
lance company — one of the
first advanced life support
systems in Michigan in 1978.

Bill has served as Fire
Commissioner for Bedford
Township, Vice Chairman
of EMS for Monroe County
and Chairman of Opera-
tions Committee for Monroe
County EMS.

Eric graduated from St.
Mary's Catholic Central and
attended UT and Owens
Community College in order
to gain the credits needed to

attend Cincinnati College of
Mortuary Science.

Like Bill, Eric began
working in the funeral busi-
ness as a boy. 'lI've been
working here since I was a kid
cutting grass, washing cars,
painting, washing walls and
carpets,” he said. He became
a funeral director at Bedford
Funeral Chapel in 2009. “1
enjoy meeting families, meet-
ing a lot of good people,” he
said.

Eric's wife Melissa serves
as business manager for the
business. They have three
children, which keeps them
busy attending activities they
participate in. Connor is
nine and plays 3B Baseball,
which Eric has helped coach.
Zennon is six and plays for
the Bedford T-Birds. Their
daughter Rylinn is two.

More information about
Urbanski’s Bedford Funeral
Chapel can be found at www.

bedfordfuneralchapel.com.
For questions or to schedule
a time to discuss funeral ar-

rangements, call them at
(734) 847-3841.

Business Spotlights .are
published free as a way for
the Bedford Press to thank
its regular advertisers for
their continued supporl.
Spotlights also benefit the
advertiser by giving them a
chance to promote their
business and to provide the
local consumer with more
information about their
business than space permits
in an advertisemenl.

If your business ad-
vertises regularly in the
Bedford Press and you
would like to be featured.
please contact us at (734)
856-6680 or email Bedford
Press@aol.com. Ler poten-
tial customers know why
thev should choose 10
patronize your business!




